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unpleasant in Texas, but time and forbearance will bring
relief.

June 14, Friday. An extended Cabinet session. Seward
read a long dispatch which he had prepared to the Ameri-
can Minister to Colombia in relation to a tax which one
of the parties there propose to levy for belligerent pur-
poses on foreign residents, as well as their own citizens.
In his dispatch Seward says the citizens (American) must
protest and that the naval authorities will see that our
countrymen are not compelled to submit to exactions by
either faction.

The Attorney-General asked what he meant by either
faction, and which and what is the legitimate government.
Seward said he recognized no legitimate government; that
the President had usurped power and dissolved Congress,
and that the opposing faction was going to war with
him;

I inquired how naval officers could interfere. They could
not go on shore and undertake to resist forcibly the civil
.authorities. Seward said things would never reach that
point. We had only to let them know what we would do
and that would end the difficulty. I expressed my dis-
sent to such proceedings, to mere threats, and gasconading
blasts to a weak government and people. The Attorney-
General was very emphatic on two or three points. Stanton
excepted to certain positions taken in regard to civil
war.

No one seemed to second Seward, and he took back his
dispatch to modify it. There was mischief under it.
Seward has really the Presidential fever and natters him-
self that he can swim on the current of acquisition of terri-
tory. The accession of Russian America, which is really
not his work, although he has been the instrument, or
agent, on our part in that transaction, has made him de-
lirious. He is now crazy on the subject of obtaining terri-
tory, and his aim is to be a candidate on that specialty,